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COVER PHOTO:  White Pass & Yukon 

Route, Tuesday, May 5, 2009, photographer 
Jeff Brady of the Skagway News  catches 
this spectacular shot of rotary #1, 2-8-2 #73 
and 2-8-0 #69, both ñhome roadò locomotives.  
Plowing at 30 Mile, Ptarmigin Point, just north 
of Frazier Lake, British Columbia.  
 

The only other steam narrow gauge action 
one might catch would be the possbile use of 
rotary ñOYò on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic.  
None the less these opportunities are very 
rare in todayôs world of D-8 ñCatsò and 
ñindustrialò snow clearing.  For those of us that 
have witnessed the ñtrueò snow clearing 
events they will for ever be clear in our 
memories. 
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EDITORIAL  

 

GRANTS 
 

From its inception, in 1972, the Tourist Railway 
Association, Inc. (TRAIN) has always been 
under the cloud of ñHow do we pay for this?ò 

This nagging question has followed us ever 
since.   
 
There were times when TRAIN was pretty much 
in ñthe black.ò  Then there were times in the 
1990s when the organization was in dire straits 
and very close to bankruptcy. This was primarily 
due to the over extension on the format of 
TrainLine .  The decision to go to full color was 
a mistake.  The costs ran very high and the on 
time production slipped to the point that it was 
never timely. 
 

This, we think, has been corrected.  Noted that 
it is not in color, except for the Website edition, 
but has been enlarged, contains (hopefully) 
more ñusefulò information and has developed 
into a self-sustaining (dollar wise) part of 
TRAIN. 
 

Now, having said all those wonderful things, it is 
time, we think, to take a hard look at TRAIN as 
an industry innovator.  The recent development 
of the Marketing Committee (see page 12) has 
sparked a new vision of the horizons which 
TRAIN needs to address.   
 

Where do we go next? 
 

And, as always, the common call is: ñHow do we 
pay for what we want (need) to do?ò  Good 
question.  And one that has a thorny answer.  
 

We think the answer is ñGRANT MONEY.ò  So, 
for those of you within our industry, that are 
successful grant writers, pitch in and help our 
industry, not just your property, but lend your 
talents to the funding of the many programs we 
need to develop to keep our industry alive. 
 

This is a call for those with the skills that count 
in the finding of grants to step up to the plate 
and contribute to the whole of our industry. 
 
 
Dan & Karen Ranger, Co-Editors 
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TRAIN mailed out a survey to all members  to 
ask the membership exactly what they wish to 
have in the way of Annual Meeting seminars. 
 

This mailing outlined the basic seminars 
proposed for the TRAIN 2009 Annual Meeting 
at the Grand Canyon.   
 

In addition each has received a return postcard 
form in which they can list what they would like 
to see in the way of seminars.  In this way we 
can best serve our membership.   
 

While the response to date is good, please do 
your part and send the survey back to the 
General Office as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this 
important matter. 
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Machining of a new stainless steel pop valve 
feather is shown set up in the lathe.  More nice 
work by Strasburg shops. 
 

THE MID-SOUTH 

 
TENNESSEE VALLEY RAILROAD MUSEUM:  
This photo is why I, as a ñsteam guyò never 
wanted to get involved with anything that had a 
bunch of wires!  TVRMôs former Southern 
Railway E8 #6914 (EMD, S/N 19012, 
December, 1953) rebuilding continues. (Smoke 
& Cinders) 

This is the ñaverageò wiring condition after 35 
years of service.  What you see here is the 
results of who knows where and who knows 
when ñrepairs.ò  But work goes on at TVRM.  
 
(Continued on Page 6) 
 

AROUND THE YARD 
 
THE EAST 
 
STRASBURG RAIL ROAD:   Again, the shops at 
Strasburg are turning out very good work, 
witness the photos provided by Linn Moedinger 
and company.  Thanks, Linn. 

East Broad Top passenger car trucks are 
coming right along in the shops. 

The new roof sheet for Long Island 4-6-0 #39 
(Juniata Shops [PRR] C/N 4207, July, 1929) is 
seen here for its initial fit-up and alignment of 
flexible staybolts.  This is exacting work, with the 
Belpaire firebox and staybolt patterns.  
Something that Strasburgôs dedicated shop 
personnel does right on a day in and a day out 
basis. 
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Yreka Western #19 at Montague, California, March 1961. 
Photo from the Karl Koenig/Lawson collection as 
published in the Steam Locomotive Directory, by J. David 
Conrad. 
 

Current price for this nice 2-8-2 is $645,000.  All 
in all, in todayôs world, given the costs of 
bringing a steam locomotive back to FRA 
standards, that is not all that bad a price . . . If 
you have deep enough pockets and can justify 
the costs.  Keep in mind that once bought, you 
probably have some serious transportation 
dollars to address. 

AROUND THE YARD  
(Continued from Page 5) 
 

THE SOUTH 
 
NORTH ALABAMA RAILROAD MUSEUM:   
Why not steam?  The simple answer in todayôs 
world is DOLLARS.  In the NARM newsletter the 
issue is discussed.  Yreka Western Railroadôs      
2-8-2 #19, (Baldwin C/N 42000, April, 1925) is a 
ñsouthern girlò having been built for Caddo River 
Lumber Company as their #4, at Rosboro, 
Arkansas.  
 
Over the years she traveled to Mexico and then 
to the McCloud River Railroad (#19), McCloud, 
California, and to the Yreka Western Railroad in 
far north-central California.  She was returned to 
service in 2000 on the YW having completed her 
FRA 1,472 day inspections and new Form 4. 


